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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1, 8-13, 17, and 19-20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tate et al. (US Patent 6285772). 

As for claim 1, Tate et al. teaches a telephone; which reads on claimed 
communication apparatus, comprising, in combination: 

a telephone; which reads on claimed communication device, having an 

external input area into which the user of the device speaks to communicate with 

the device (Abstract; Col. 2, lines 54-62; Col. 3, lines 35-43; and Col. 8, lines 36- 

50 of Tateetal.); 

a cancellation of ambient noise; which reads on claimed sound-absorbing, 
body; and attachment means for mounting said body on said communication 
device in an operative position in proximity to said input area but without blocking 
a substantial portion of said input area, said body generally facing the user 
speaking into the input area to thereby reduce sound emitted to the surrounding 
environment from such speaking(Abstract; Col. 2, lines 20-25 & 41-54; Col. 5, 
line 50-Col. 6, line 21 of Tate et al.). 
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As for claims 8-10, Tate et al. teaches a communication apparatus, wherein said 
body is in the form of an arcuate surface extending outwardly of said input area so as to 
block emanation of sound and/or around but spaced and/or substantially surrounds said 
from the user speaking into said input area (Col. 2, line 55-Col. 3, line 18; Col. 4, line 
54-Col. 5, line 49; and Col. 6, line 59-Col. 7, line 39 of Tate et al.). 

As for claims 11-12, Tate et al. teaches a communication apparatus, wherein 
said body is comprises a rigid or semi-rigid backing that supports a layer of sound- 
absorbing material; which one or more from the following group: cork, rubber, foam, 
natural or artificial compounds of inert material, and electronic devices that absorb 
sound (Col. 6, lines 1-21 &51-58 of Tate et al.). 

Regarding claim 13, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 1 
(communication apparatus claim) because the claimed method of utilizing a 
communication device so as to reduce the ambient sound produced when the user 
speaks into the device would perform the communication apparatus steps. 

Regarding claim 17, see explanation as set forth regarding claims 1 & 11-12 
(communication apparatus claim) because the claimed use with a communication 
device having an external input area into which the user of the device speaks to 
communicate with the device, sound-absorbing apparatus would perform the 
communication apparatus steps. 

Regarding claims 19-20, see explanation as set forth regarding claims 11-12 
(communication apparatus claim) because the claimed use with a communication 
device having an external input area into which the user of the device speaks to 
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communicate with the device, sound-absorbing apparatus would perform the 
communication apparatus steps. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 2-7, 14-16, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tate et al. (US Patent 6285772) as applied to claim 1 above, and 
further in view of Bartha et al. (US Patent 6101402). 

As for claim 2, Tate et al. teaches a telephone; which reads on claimed 
communication apparatus, comprising, in combination: a telephone; which reads on 
claimed communication device, having an external input area into which the user of the 
device speaks to communicate with the device (Abstract; Col. 2, lines 54-62; Col. 3, 
lines 35-43; and Col. 8, lines 36-50 of Tate et al.);a cancellation of ambient noise; which 
reads on claimed sound-absorbing, body; and attachment means for mounting said 
body on said communication device in an operative position in proximity to said input 
area but without blocking a substantial portion of said input area, said body generally 
facing the user speaking into the input area to thereby reduce sound emitted to the 
surrounding environment from such speaking (Abstract; Col. 2, lines 20-25 & 41-54; 
Col. 5, line 50-Col. 6, line 21 of Tate et al.). 
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What Tate et al. does not explicitly teach is operable position and in a non- 
operable position. 

However Bartha et al. teaches a communication apparatus, wherein said body is 
positionable both in an open; which reads on claimed operable, position and in a folded 
or concealed; which reads on claimed non-operable, position (Fig. 1-2 & 11; Col.3, lines 
24-39; and Col. 5, lines 34-56 of Bartha et al.). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill of the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate a radiotelephone with sliding acoustic member, as 
taught by Bartha et al., in the noise control device of Tate et al., because Tate et al. 
already teaches apparatus is disclosed for the cancellation of ambient noise that 
impinges upon the front surface of a pressure differential microphone means (Abstract 
and Col. 6, lines 1-21 of Tate et al.). 

The motivation of this combination would cancel or reject background noise, as 
taught by Tate et al. in Col. 2, lines 19-26, because it would capture the desired sounds 
and reduce or nullify the undesired background noises. The incorporation of sound 
guide in a communication device with noise control device would achieve good sound 
quality, the speech can be collected, and some of the surrounding noise is shut out 
(Abstract and Col. 1 , lines 1 1-40 of Bartha et al.). 

As for claim 3, Bartha et al. teaches a communication apparatus, wherein said 
body is permanently connected to said communication device and is selectively 
movable by the user between an operable position and a non-operable position 
(Abstract; Col. 2, lines 11-28; and Col. 3, lines 7-41 of Bartha et al.). 
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As for claim 4, Tate et al. teaches a communication apparatus, wherein said 
body is removeably attachable to said communication device in an operative position, 
and is selectively removable by the user to a non-operative position (Col. 2, lines 5-9 of 
Tate et al.). 

As for claim 5, Bartha et al. teaches a communication apparatus, wherein said 
attachment means is a pivoted hinge, and said body is in the form of a generally flat 
screen movable between a non-operative position which reduces the space occupied by 
the apparatus and an operative position extending outwardly from said input area (Col. 
1, lines 42-56 of Bartha et al.). 

As for claim 6, Tate et al. teaches a communication apparatus, further including a 
second screen, said screens movable to outwardly extending operative positions at 
either side of said input area (Col. 7, lines 5-17 of Tate et al.) 

As for claim 7, Bartha et al. teaches a communication apparatus, wherein said 
body is in the form of a sleeve slidable between an non-operative generally telescoped . 
over said communication device and an operative position adjacent to said input area 
(Fig. 11; Col.3, lines 24-39; and Col. 4, lines 13-58 of Bartha et al.). 

Regarding claim 14-15, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 7 
(communication apparatus claim) because the claimed method of utilizing a 
communication device so as to reduce the ambient sound produced when the user 
speaks into the device would perform the communication apparatus steps. 

Regarding claim 16, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 3 
(communication apparatus claim) because the claimed method of utilizing a 
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communication device so as to reduce the ambient sound produced when the user 
speaks into the device would perform the communication apparatus steps. 

Regarding claim 17, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 5 
(communication apparatus claim) because the claimed method of utilizing a 
communication device so as to reduce the ambient sound produced when the user 
speaks into the device would perform the communication apparatus steps. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Janelle N. Young whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2836. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday: 8:30 am 
through 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on (571) 272-7882. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



• 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



J NY 

December 8, 2006 




